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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA)

of the World Conference on Transport Research Society (WCTRS)

Thursday, June 28th 2007, 15:05 – 15:55 o´clock

Zellerbach Auditorium, University of California Campus, Berkeley CA

Participants:

300 members of the WCTRS (estimate by minute takers)

Minute takers:

Dr. Wolfgang Schade, Prof. Panos Tzieropoulos, 09.07.2007

Agenda:

TOP 1: Welcome (Prof. Werner Rothengatter)

TOP 2: WCTRS technical activities report (Prof. Werner Rothengatter)

TOP 3: WCTRS report on Transport Policy (Prof. Moshe Ben-Akiva)

TOP 4: WCTRS financial report (Prof. Alain Bonnafous)

TOP 5: WCTRS proposal on membership fees (Prof. Werner Rothengatter)

TOP 6: Nomination and election of WCTRS president (Prof. Yücel Candemir)

TOP 7: Miscellaneous issues and questions

Minutes:

TOP 1: Welcome (Prof. Werner Rothengatter)

Werner Rothengatter opened the General Assembly at 15:05 o´clock and welcomed the participants.

In memorial of Robert Rivier, a key founder member of the WCTRS who passed away a few months ago, Werner reports about Roberts life and activities for the WCTRS, in particular his role to establish the WCTRS constitution in 1986. The WCTRS members hold a minute of silence in remembrance of Robert.

TOP 2: WCTRS technical activities report (Prof. Werner Rothengatter)

Werner Rothengatter reports that the 11th WCTR at Berkeley was a very successful conference with highlights like the speech of Nobel laureate Dan McFadden. Transport Policy, the journal of WCTRS, grew its readership with 63.000 downloads in 2006 and already more than 20.000 downloads in 1st quarter of 2007. The special interest groups (SIGs) of WCTRS have also been active in between the conferences e.g. with SIG-8 holding annual air transport conferences and SIG-1 having regular workshops.

Presidential activities have been to stabilize the linkage to other international transport societies (like TRB who held its half-year meeting at the WCTR in Berkeley) or conferences (1st International Transport Forum in Leipzig 2008) and to contribute to international conferences in Berlin, Sofia, Kyoto, Canberra and Beijing.

The operating practices of WCTRS have been revised by Ali Huzayyin to consider adaptations decided by STC and SCC.

Werner closed his report with a plea to WCTRS to continue the tri-annual conferences as face-to-face events, to keep the membership fees low and thus to encourage the young generation to participate at the WCTRS and its conferences.

TOP 3: WCTRS report on Transport Policy (Prof. Moshe Ben-Akiva)

Moshe Ben-Akiva reports on behalf of the three editors John Preston, Yoshi Hayashi and himself. Transport Policy now has six issues per year and is indexed by ISI citation index. The first impact factor in terms of downloads and citations of articles will be available in the next months. Electronic submission of articles is enabled. The Journal announces for the first time the price for the best paper appearing in Transport Policy between 2007 and 2010 i.e. between two WCTR conferences.

TOP 4: WCTRS financial report (Prof. Alain Bonnafous)

Alain Bonnafous presents the balance sheet of WCTRS for 2006, 2007 and a projection until 2009. With an assumed revenue from 11th WCTR of 50.000 € the balance for 2007 and the projection until 2009 will be positive.

TOP 5: WCTRS proposal on membership fees (Prof. Werner Rothengatter)

Werner Rothengatter presents the proposal of the WCTRS Steering Committee (STC) to enable the STC to raise the membership fee from 100 € for three years to 120 € for three years. The level of 120 € is suggested as a ceiling up to which the STC could raise the fee, if budget needs would require this. At present the fee will remain at 100 € for three years.

This proposal was called for a vote. The results was: 3 members against, 0 abstentions, remaining members in favour of proposal. Hence, the proposal was accepted by the General Assembly.

TOP 6: Nomination and election of WCTRS president (Prof. Yücel Candemir)

Yücel Candemir reports on behalf of the committee for the nomination of the next president of WCTRS, which was composed by Hideo Nakamura, Robert Rivier and Yücel Candemir. The Nomination Committee based on the criteria of scientific reputation, contribution to and empathy with the goals of WCTRS, ability and capacity to manage the manifold tasks of WCTRS suggests Prof. Tony May from the United Kingdom as the next president of the WCTRS.

Werner Rothengatter proposes this suggestion to the General Assembly, from which a number of individual members seconded the proposition. The proposal was called for a vote and the General Assembly voted unanimously in favour of Tony May. Tony May accepted the election and thanked Werner Rothengatter for his six years of successful presidentship of WCTRS.

Tony May presented his proposal for the new Steering Committee of WCTRS (STC) consisting of the following members: Moshe BenAkiva, Alain Bonnafous, Yves Crozet, Yoshi Hayashi, Ali Huzayyin, Andreas Kopp, Tony May, Werner Rothengatter, Rosario Macario, Tae Oum, Panos Tzieropoulos, Füsun Ülengin, Roger Vickerman, Jose Viegas, Eddy van de Voorde. Chairman of the Scientific Committee of WCTRS will be Yoshi Hayashi from Japan. Honourable members of WCTRS are Trevor Heavor, Michel Frybourg and, newly suggested, Hideo Nakamura. This proposal of STC, SCC and honourable membership is put forward to the General Assembly, from which a number of individual members seconded the proposition. The proposal was called for a vote and the General Assembly voted unanimously in favour of it.

Tony May presents his plans of further development for WCTRS. A Strategy Group with the members Elizabeth Deakin, Yoshi Hayashi, Tony May, Kazu Miyamoto, Jose Viegas and Werner Rothengatter will communicate with Tony on these plans. Tony May will present a catalogue of suggestions to members of WCTRS to request for their opinions and wishes.

TOP 7: Miscellaneous issues and questions

Tony May invites the General Assembly to raise open issues and questions. No particular issues were raised.

Tony May closed the General Assembly at 15:55 o´clock.
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