Short sea shipping transport demand analysis through stated preferences: an application to a sample of operators located in the south-eastern Italian region
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Abstract

Identifying the value that users assign to specific transport alternatives would strongly contribute to evaluating the potential market for maritime short sea shipping (SSS) versus other transport modes. The identification of the factors (and their magnitude) related to both the mode and the specific organisation of the services that exert a significant influence on the modal choice of operators represents, in such instances, a necessary prerequisite for any traffic forecasts and investment plan. In the last decade significant improvements have been made in the definition of a methodology capable of realistically interpreting the decision-making process of operators with respect to transport service choice, especially when facing only potential alternatives. Using a methodology falling within the broad definition of conjoint analysis – the stated preferences approach – we measure the trade-offs among service characteristics that shippers make when evaluating the ro-ro option (already present on the market or still hypothetical) against surface alternative services. The paper is based on data collected through questionnaires and direct interviews carried out on a sample of operators located in the South of Italy. The outcome shows that operators have no a priori precondition towards the maritime mode, although the results indicate a higher trade-off in terms of quality of service between ro-ro and surface transport alternatives.  Useful insights are drawn from a detailed comparison of the outcomes from similar studies carried out in other Italian regions (Bergantino and Bolis, 2005, 2006) and across EU countries.
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